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PERRYMAN CONSTRUCTION: BUILDING ON A TRADITION  
  

When Jimmie Lee Perryman, Sr. founded Perryman Building and Construction Services, Inc. in 1961, his 
philosophy was simple: “a quality job performed by quality people always counts.”  This straightforward 
philosophy was the source from which his company successes would grow from generation to generation.  Today, 
the second generation President and CEO, Angelo R. Perryman continues the successful philosophy started over 
forty-five years ago.  

 
Perryman Construction is an excellent example of the many businesses that have benefited from the U.S. 

Small Business Administration’s (SBA) Faith-Based and Community Initiative.  Perryman utilizes the programs and 
services offered by The Enterprise Center in West Philadelphia, an organization that deals very closely with the 
Philadelphia SBA District Office.  The district office in center-city Philadelphia serves 40 counties in Eastern 
Pennsylvania, an area with 8.3 million people and over 600,000 business enterprises.   

 
The Enterprise Center, is one of the many organizations that the District Office works with within the 

Faith-Based and Community Initiative, focuses on  providing the knowledge base needed to help people in their 
communities start or expand their own small businesses—businesses that will bring jobs and hope to economically 
distressed communities all across our Nation.   The SBA is one of 10 federal agencies designated by President 
George W. Bush to help faith-based and community organizations gain access to federal programs, resources, and 
services.   

 
Headquartered at the Enterprise Center, Perryman Construction offers a full range of building, 

procurement, and construction management services on a wide variety of projects to include office renovations, 
constructing buildings and banking properties, and even performing contracts on US Military bases.  Their clients 
include Wachovia Bank, U.S. Airways and the Naval Facilities Engineering Command.   
   
 In 1999, Angelo received a 7(a) loan guaranteed by the SBA through the United Bank of Philadelphia.  
The funds were used to buy new equipment and expand the business, which now employs 29.  The 7(a) Loan 
Guaranty Program is the SBA’s primary financial assistance instrument that provides loan guaranties on business 
loans.  The 7(a) program helps qualifying entrepreneurs secure financing on reasonable terms from private-sector 
lenders. 
 

 In 2002, Perryman Construction was certified by the SBA as an 8(a) firm.  The 8(a) Business 
Development Program is an essential instrument for helping minority owned firms expand their businesses by 
receiving federal contracts.   

www.sba.gov/pa/phil


The Alabama native was recognized in 2003 and 2004 by the Entrepreneurs' Forum of Greater 
Philadelphia, the Philadelphia Business Journal and the Wharton Small Business Development Center as one of the 
top 10 fastest growing privately held companies in the Philadelphia region.  The Wharton SBDC is an SBA resource 
partner.  Partially funded by the SBA, the Wharton SBDC is part of a network of university-based centers that 
provide free management, consulting and technical assistance to small business owners in a variety of areas. 

 
One of Angelo’s significant challenges has been getting surety bonds.  Surety Bonds are insurance policies 

that guarantee that the contractor will meet their obligations in a satisfactory manner.  Many federal, state, and 
private-sector projects require bonds to qualify for the procurement.  For many small businesses, bonds are very 
difficult to obtain through commercial channels, so Angelo used the SBA’s Surety Bond Guarantee Program.  
Under the program, the SBA can guarantee eligible contract bid bonds, payment bonds and performance bonds up 
to $2 million.    

 
“My business has benefited from the many of the SBA’s programs and services,” said Angelo. “They have 

helped us provide quality work for our customers." 
 
Many successful entrepreneurs believe in giving back to the community, and Angelo is no exception.  He 

is a proud sponsor of the annual “Bowl with the Birds" fundraiser which benefits 100 West Philadelphia low-to-
moderate income youth through the Dollar-4-Dollars Program.  The program centers around goal based saving and 
financial education.  The highlight of the program is the incentive- based savings component that matches every 
dollar saved by a participant.   

 
Angelo also sponsors the James Hughes Memorial Scholarship Fund Golf Classic, which funds the 

expansion of opportunities in higher education for deserving Philadelphia students. 
 
In 2006, Angelo honored his mother by donating $10,000 to establish the Bessie I. Perryman Construction 

Education Scholarship.  The program provides scholarships to empower disadvantaged youth pursuing a degree in 
Mechanical Engineering, Civil Engineering, Construction Management and/or Finance to realize their dreams of a 
college education. The scholarship is available to high school seniors about to enter college who are from single 
parent households and reside either in Philadelphia, PA and its surrounding suburbs or in the state of Alabama.  
Angelo said, “In my efforts to grow bigger and better, I knew there was a process, and that process tied back to 
education. My mother always encouraged me to achieve any goal with what she coined as her three Ps –pray, plan, 
proceed. I owed her something for believing in me, and this is one way of repaying her for service as a teacher, 
community advocate and good citizenship … She remains committed to service.” 

 
The SBA's Philadelphia District Director David C. Dickson stated, "It is always a pleasure to assist small 

businesses such as Perryman Construction by enabling them to grow, hire people, and help the communities in 
which they operate.  Angelo has done a fine job developing his small business by providing his customers with 
excellent service.  The technical assistance that he has received from the Enterprise Center has been outstanding.  
We are proud to be associated with them both!"   

 
The Philadelphia District Office will continue to develop partnerships with Faith-Based and Community 

organizations like the Enterprise Center to assist entrepreneurs just like Angelo Perryman. 
 

 

 

 

 

Since its founding more than a half-century ago, the U.S. Small Business Administration has delivered 
approximately  24 million loans, loan guarantees, contracts, counseling sessions and other forms of 
assistance to small businesses.  In the Small Business Act of July 30, 1953, Congress created the U.S. Small 
Business Administration, whose function is to "aid, counsel, assist and protect, insofar as is possible, the 
interests of small business concerns."  The charter also stipulated that the SBA would ensure small businesses 
a "fair proportion" of government contracts and sales of surplus property.  

For more information contact us at 215-580-2722 or  www.sba.gov.pa/phil. 
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